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A note from the editor of the Special Memorial Edition

It hasbeenan honorto put togetherthis Special Memoridssue of the SBEN.
Having lost a belovedSphynx wesharea comraderythat all of thesecontributorscan relate
t o. Knowing how most Sphynx owners feel a
have passed through our lives, made an impact, and left us\Wehimete at first bereaved but
then grateful that we had them for whatever time they existed in ouBaohef us understands
how these sweet., smart, and amazing creatures have changed us and affected our families al
friends. We also know thahey will always hold a special placeur hearts, as well as the
hearts of all who have loved them too.

From friends both near and far fivethe Sphynx Communify may differ in opinions but we all
deeply love this breed and the individual special cats we have known and loved.
With love in our hearts and gratitude to this breed we present tBedast/ Memorial Issue .

Kay Marshalfi Associate Editor, Owners Section Editor, and Online Admin

il - You can also view and downloadthis issuedirectly from the SBEN website:
i http.//www.sphynxnewsletter.com
Y

This issue is dedicated to the memory of all our beloved Sphynx
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Remembering, Honoring, & Accepting

"GilGalad was an Elveking. Of him the harpers sadly sing: The last
whose realm was fair and free, Between the mountains and the sea. Th
countless stars of heaven's field, Were mirrored in his silver shield."
-------- J.R.R. Tolkien

It has been enlightening to me in the many months since
lost Godz GimliGiGal ad, aka, O0Gi mmi e: ,
that there are so many peopl e
through the blog I write or through one of the many Sphynx (Yahd
Groups) lists that | participate in. He was a special boy, no doub
then. .. arendét they all?

This special addendum to our last issue of the year is prepa
remembrance of those sweet faces that no longer brighten
day . Perhaps, as we have, vy
your family. Not asraplacengentf o r we can
but out of the need for; put sim@ySphynx in our lives
There is no way to compare the love we get from these specia
even if we have had coated or other special cats in our lives, as |
had throughout the years. In my mind, Sphynx are differen
They relate to us on a more personal level, their intelligence su
most breeds, and their need for human interaction niakesmany
ofus (meincludellle asy t o see them as .

Honestly, | never have considered our Sphynx as mere pe
They have so much more impact on my life than that, and, perha
is for that reason that our stellar Editor in Chief, Arden Gatlin
Andrews, asked if | would spbaiad this special issue insewas
most happy to do so.

One of the most recent victi
His owner wrote a tribute to him to be shared with you, our reade

By Gloria Raid & Johannesburg, SA
Siggy came to me on the 20th of February 2006. I'll never forg
that day this big pink and orange boy with the most piercing blue
who just waltzed into my house, my life, and my heart. | wasn't e
convinced this hairless cat was as special as my daughter had satqlagg%{,uch Signature Series, Siggy, with his owner Gloria Raid of
was a little reluctant at first! I'd never owned a Sphynx but it didn'ttélkenesburg, South Africa. Siggy passed away on 25/07/2009 at
long- his personality just ovehelmed mehe was so very speciall | the age of 9 years and 6 months.
couldn't believe this was s uc htheaaywhe spoke to feumlith his funny little meow. € carst befies
he was to me. [ think about his funny little ways all the time. Whethae crept into my heart the way he did.
he was jumping up onto my shoulder to walk around, always being at These are the things | am now beginning to think of and not
the front door to welcome me home, always having to be in contactthe sadness and the hurt. | know | did as much as | could at th
with me when | sat dowineven if it was just one paw and | was tryingwish it could have been more and that | had been able to have
to read, or creeping up onto my bed a centimeter at a time, particulaitlye with him, but | suppose that is selfish of me. | believe he i
in winter. important soul and has far more important tasks in Kitty Heave
My friends were fascinated by him and loved his lively personalishow he is up there looking down on me and Suzette with nott
and friendliness. My next door neighbor has a pair of pants which shet love. | will scatter his ashes in my garden where he loved t
calls her 0Siggy pantso6 becausgazehandthere hepvidl decome pan of theosoilhtieerearth, arel
pants after being in the mud after a rain storm. You can imagine thethat | breathe, so | know | will forever be surrounded by my aw
mess!! | could go on and on with lovely stories about the things he 8iggy until we are united once again.
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Goodnight, Thomasz

By Fitz Umangithe Netherlands

Of all her Sphynx, he was indeed her

favorite, her baby. She has said that the first mo

ment she laid eyes on Thomasz both she and
her husband fell in love with hiide returned
in lovéh he was their special cat.

Every night she put him to bed and cov-
ered him with his blankegbod night ,my ‘baby

she would say. The last week she slept with hin

in his quarter, face to face.

The day he died she told me that she was in the

garden while Thomasz was upst&rgidenly

she felt something was wrong and rushed insid
and up the stairs and there she found him
Death had come. She believed that Thomasz d
it this way, since he felt she was not prepared t
let him go. She believed that Thomasz did it thi
way, since he felt she was not prepared to let
him go.

It was heartbreaking, as a breeder and as her
friend, to see her so devastated. | repeated tha
she is the best of owners andithahenever

she was reaidya new kitten would be awaiting
her. But she looked at her husband and said

Thomasz

id In memory ofFuchsia Tulip, aPloaty 0

h Ca6. She died the day before
Her stomach started swelling and when | took her to

the vet it was discovered that she had liver cancer.

We had the fluid remové&dm her abdomen a couple

of times and did it at home once but we knew it

Tha

5

Pooty Cat

that she never wanted another cat, since this w
so painful.

She still grieves and tremendously feels his lo
i Soagaii 0 Good night, my

Mocha McDreamy
d who left us much too soon due to HCN.

-t

B if

- Sara Hayderfi owner

as

time to let her go. | was going to make her last vi
to the vet after Thanksgiving but she decided to
before. She was the love of my life. | actually res
her from a shelter in Santa Monica seven years
fore. She was 12 years old when she died. | mis
every day even though | have a new Sphynx in
life. | adopted Isis a few months after her death.
is wonderful and | hope we have a long and hap
life together.

Al - Owner: Donna Philljps, Lake Arrowhead, California
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A Sad Yet Rewarding Journey

by Kay Marshall

At a CFA show in Huntsville, Alabama | was meeting
co-breeder of a little Sphynx boy from Michigan that my
husband and | would pick up at CFA International, in A

|l anta, Georgia. (We did,
breeder didndt know us s
be proper 0 p amevhichsvéhoth weket

exhibitorsi we introduced ourselves. In between rings
went to visit with her and take some photos of our new
boys halorother. As we talked she mentioned that she
just lost a coated cat to HCM. Since that gave us an ic

breaker of sorts, | mentioned Gimli and shared his story.

To my utter shock and amazement thiskmelvn
breeder and CFA judge said that she knew about Giml
recalled his story. At once we seemed at ease as we [
had shared an untimely death influenced by HCM.

In another incidence this year at a show in Duluth,
Georgia, a Sphynx exhibitor was speaking with one of
CFA mentors, who was benched next to me. As | was
grooming my Sphynx girl, Rose, | overheard her say th
she was a vet tech and had found a website blog that S
printed out to have at the vet clinic she works with. Sh
saild,0s0 cal l&®d Gli mma e ss tFr
for me) and, as | turned to look at her, my mentor point
finger at meTlhatdds a®Gidmmil @
immediately enveloped in a hug of grafituteras hum-
bl ing. She thanked for {
story and my heart swelled with pride over my little lost|
boy. For me, these are but twonaingxamples of how
i if drivem we can share, warn, and enlighten others t
anypotential danfmreur breed.

Truth is, our cats can have an impact on other
breeders and owners more than we know. If we contin
to share our stories and experighdesth good and bad
fi and if we strive to always provide vital necropsy rep
to organizations, like the WINN Foundation, that are dag

their levebest to help our breed, then we all win somethin

although wedve | ost a sof

In closing, here is an email | received from another
Sphynx owner who also lost a dear one to the dreaded
HCM, and whose lovely boy is pictured above. Thank
for allowing me to share your story.

aka:
born

In Memory of Harold P. Smoothbottom
fessor 6. Har ol d was

his fight with HCM on March 21, 2009, at the age of six.

A A Owner: Brooke Arnold

EEDER/ENTRUSIAS]

Harold P. Smoothbottom
( a kttee Proféssod )

hekay,
b My boy Hardldvho | lost to HGMwas adopted
séle dd U mbdi(dan dtarkngw his back
edthat | was able to trace him back to his breeder, and just re
mgiik megigrée online.
My other four Sphynx are also rescues, so again here | am
gtound on thierh, @andtnad idee if they caime from a Geburablé
scanned. As such, hbalwioet to scan them, if for no other
son than to be able to sleep at night! | also feel that | have
D effort possible to encourage other owners to scan as well.
Like you, and your mission to get the word out about Ke
Sphynx owners must have their cats scanned and make ar
U€educate other potential owners to ask the breeder if they a
mbreeding cats yearly. It amazes me how many people are

ingact, | was one of them not too long ago myself.

|l 8dm sure people get tir
r.e.achi t , but I
" cénheéluga%'e juglt’lrogrieeCpirg)og'| ;gnd heI{|EJ| f%gln not have to de:

heartache | felt... then maybe losing Harold had some sort
s/Ogﬂarold was the love of my life, my alarm clock, my little snt

my best friend. He was the Sphynx by which all my future $

be judged. My heart is still broken into a million pieces, anc
o theyworldpustgo.hug him one niiorBriolee Arndid

(

01

(o]

bel oved cat, f
for tear.s.
~ Author Unknowr

ORest well
mi stress no

my
cause

[
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Choosing the Perfect Urn 0 Remembering your Feline Friend

by Steve Golitao

Unfortunately your cat has passed
and you are now looking for a cat urn into
which you can place their remains. But you
want something that is a little more unique
than a normal, simple wooden box that is
readily available. By carrying out a little
research on the internet you will soon find
that there is a wide range of unique cat urns

available today. cide to have it a permanent fixture in your

garden or, if you change your mind, it can
The first one we are going to look at  pe place indoors.

is the traditional box urn. They come in
three different real wood colors and will in- | hope that the information above

clude a little plaque on the front where you' has given you a better idea of what is avails
text of your choice can be engraved. You  able in terms of cat urns and that you find

also have the option of having a feline figu- the one which you feel is perfect for your
rine affixed to the top of the box. These are peloved pet.

available with several different breeds and

you will soon

colors, as well as the position you would Visit the following: find that there
like the cat to be posed. Choosing your cat's _ _
favorite stance will provide you with a last- perfect Memorialdfor more ideas about is a wide
ing memory of the friend you have lost. how to memorialize your beloved pet with &

beautiful pet urn or memorial stone. range of

Another option is a ceramic cat urn

o : _ _ _ unique cat
which is can be manufactured in any breed Article Sourcehttp:/EzineArticles.com
or color, and can be positioned standing,  Used with permission. urns available
sleeping or resting. These urns are large
enough to accommodafte your petds remain today for

and will become a beautiful addition to any
home. This type of urn is definitely unique

and no one needs to know what it actually
represents to you if that is what you would
prefer. People who are not cat owners may
find it a bit odd that you have your animals
remains in a ceramic cat urn in your home.

your beloved

If your cat spent most of its time out;
side, you might want to consider an outdogr
reminder in your garden such as a rock urm. = s ion
These are made from a synthetic material Jewelry
with granite flakes on the outside and they
are designed to withstand various types of Cremation
extreme weather conditions. You may de- Urn
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