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Letter from the staff Letter from the staff by Kay Marshallby Kay Marshall   

     For many of us, 2009 has been a challenging year.  Some have lost loved ones, both human or pet, oth-

ers have lost jobs or have felt the wind of financial change.  Even so, we are a lucky few for we own some 

of the most fascinating cats on earth!  Our Sphynx have the ability to touch and heal us, amaze us with 

their inquisitiveness, and they count on us to provide them with unlimited devotion! ...and we oblige.  

     Most of our readers and our staff are either owners or breeders -sometimes both- and through this fo-

rum we have passed on helpful tips and guidance for any newcomers to the wonderful world of 

Sphynxdom.  It is this sharing that will contribute to the longevity of the breed we love so much and we 

must continue on this path.  Now, as 2009 draws to a close, let us pause both in remembrance and with 

gratitude at the love and laughter we have shared as a united Sphynx community.   

     The SBEN staff deeply thanks you for making our first year successful.  We wish each of you a most en-

joyable holiday season and invite you to continue to follow this publication, both through the newsletter 

and online, in 2010.  A very special note of thanks goes to SBEN Editor in Chief, Arden Gatlin-Andrews.  

Ardenõs devotion to the breed brought this newsletter to life, and her presence has been missed as she 

has attended family and church obligations during this end of year issue.  Arden will be back at the helm 

after the holidays to once again contribute her time in bringing to our readers one of the best Sphynx 

newsletters published.        

TTHISHIS   ISSUEISSUE  CONTAINSCONTAINS  INSERTSINSERTS  ONON  HOLIDAYHOLIDAY  COSTUMESCOSTUMES  & & MEMORIALSMEMORIALS  

Donõt forget to visit us at  www.sphynxnewsletter.com   

Gimli, the reluctant reindear 

http://www.sphynxnewsletter.com/
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"We  hope that we will 

be able to have more 

participation from our 

Breed Council mem-

bers next year and 

have more cats to 

give their time... as 

we all know how 

much they need their 

beauty rest!ó 

-- J. Gunby 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Commentary by 

Judy Gunby  

New York City, NY 

October 17-18, 

2009 

 

 

 

     Sharron True and I flew into LaGuardia Thursday afternoon, and took a taxi for the half hour 

drive to the LaQuinta, the show motel.  By the time we got unpacked and got the cats settled in, 

we were ready for a good meal, and bed.  We wanted to be rested for the next morning, and all 

the work we knew we had ahead of us to set up our Breed Booth area. On Friday morning, 

Sandy Adler picked us up from our motel, together with all our things weõd brought to help deco-

rate the booth.  We drove to Javits Convention Center in New York City, and walked from the 

parking area to the exhibit hall  

     Javits is known as the òMarketplace of 

the World.ó  Positioned in the City, Javits is a 

huge expo center on four levels.  It was an 

excellent choice for this event, as it more 

than adequately accommodated the many 

breeds of dogs, and cats, and also the thou-

sands of people that filed through the aisles 

to see all the animals, and learn about the 

various breeds.  It was anticipated that each 

booth would be introducing their breed to 

thousands each day, as projections of 

30,000 or more would come to this event.  

There were 160 AKC registered dog breeds 

and 41 CFA registered cat breeds invited.  

The event was both entertaining and educational for the spectators. 

Background:   

     Paul Patton, the Sphynx Breed Council Secretary, could not attend, so he asked for volun-

teers.  Both Sandy Adler and I were available and volunteered, and were then appointed as the 

two key people in charge of representing the Sphynx Breed.  Sandy has been breeding Sphynx 

for many years, and lives in New York.  Her familiarity with the Big Apple, knowledge of the his-

tory of the breed, and association with the press, was evidence that she was the very best 

choice to help coordinate this event.  Knowing we would need a third person, we invited Sharron 

True, also a member of the Breed Council, to attend the event with us.  We felt her work in res-

cue and Pet Therapy would prove an invaluable asset to our booth, and we were not disap-

pointed!  Her participation was invaluable.  

Continued on page 3 

MEET 

THE 

BREEDS 

Terry True & Bare 

Javits Convention Center, NYC 



             3      

 

 

We were instructed that all breed booths were to be, ò. . . deco-

rated to depict the [individual] breedõs country of origin, historical 

purpose or function, and attributes as a family pet.ó and that, 

òAttendees will be able to interact directly with  . . .  cats at each 

booth while learning about each breed from responsible breed-

ers.ó  That was a tall order!  Especially when we were told that 

there would be thousands filing through the aisles wanting to 

touch our cats.  [cringe, pfsssst!] 

It was announced that there would be, ò. . . continuous demonstra-

tions including: dog and cat grooming é first aid for cats and dogs 

and moreé [and] unique dog and cat products [will be] for sale, an 

artist contest, a Best of Booth competition and much more.ó  Pet 

Partners, IAMS, Dr. Elseyõs, and Worldõs Best were just a few of 

the sponsors for this huge event. 

Decisions, Decisions 

 Almost immediately, a yahoo group was set up in order 

for all participants to learn more about what this event was all 

about.  Everyone had questions ð from the size of the booth, to 

the cost of everything they were going to be provided.  There were 

decisions like height, width, and length of each table in the 

booths, and the color of carpets and draperies that were to be 

used.  Everyone had a theme they were using to present their 

breed.  Again, we were instructed that each breed was to decorate 

their booth to depict each breedõs country of origin, historical pur-

pose or function, and attributes as a family pet.  Of course, that 

was quite a feat for the Sphynx Breed, as the hairless gene is a 

naturally occurring mutation which (in North America) has been 

found in Mexico, New Mexico, Minnesota, and Canada.  Since this 

genetic has only been worked with by breeders (as far as we 

know) in the 20th Century, and only accepted by CFA into Champi-

onship status since 2002, its history encompasses a very recent 

past.  It was decided that we would use the Sphinx-Bastet theme 

because that was what most people would associate the Sphynx 

cat with, and from that format, we would present the breed in vari-

ous clothing that depicted each region where the hairless muta-

tion was discovered.  Our theme was approved by the coordinator 

for MTB, and we were on our way. 

History of the Breed and Fashion Show 

     Although the recorded history of the òhairless cató in North 

America dates back to the early 1900s, some of the early at-

tempts by breeders to work with this mutation were unsuccessful.  

As mentioned above, the hairless mutation has been found 

throughout North America but, because of the Sphynx name, so 

many believe the breed originated in Egypt.  Although the name is 

misleading, the reasons for the name are not!  David Mare can be 

credited with naming this breed because, in his mind, the Sphynx 

brought an image of Bastet-like elegance.  Regardless, the North 

American Sphynx is as American [and Canadian] as apple pie!  So, 

the best way to represent the origins of our breed became more of 

a challenge.  We decided that we should work to capture the inter-

est and anticipation of the spectators at MTB.  We could then both 

intrigue them, and educate them.  We decided to use an image of 

the Egyptian Sphinx in a drawing which Sandy Adler, also an artist, 

designed and hand-painted for the back drop in the event area 

(top right).  Applied to the backdrop were flags and signs repre-

senting each region of North America where the hairless cats were 

originally found, and worked with, by various breeders.  

In addition to the booth area being a learning experience with pet 

therapy, representative flags for regions, and various pictures of 

our cats, we decided to represent each region by presenting a 

fashion show periodically during the 

day.  Each outfit worn would represent 

the part of the country where the hair-

less mutation was discovered.  We felt 

this would give a real feel to the histori-

cal reality of our breed.  The fashion 

show turned out to be a HUGE success.  

Unfortunately, we were so incredibly 

busy that we didnõt get pictures of all 

the many outfits our cats wore as they 

were representing each region.   

Here are some examples:  

     Pictured at right, is one of our cats, RC, 

wearing Mexican attire.  Sexy Sadieõs out-

fit, below, was designed to depict what 

you might wear in Minnesota ñ a State 

where the hairless mutation was discov-

ered. Both of these cats actually had fun 

wearing their regional clothes and loved 

the attention of the audience.  At bottom 

is Hale Bop, a 14-year old Sphynx owned 

by Sandy Adler, wearing Egyptian attire. 

Although the Sphynx is not Egyptian in 

origin our fashion show began with intro-

ducing Hale Bop dressed like this in keep-

ing with the name.  Following Hale Bop, 

were the dresses and outfits depicting the 

other various regions.  Afterwards, we 

dressed our cats for fun in New York 

òNight on the Townó clothing, a west coast 

Hollywood outfit complete with baseball 

cap, sunglasses and Hawaiian shirt, a 

Texas outfit, Louisiana dress, and South-

ern Belle (Emmeõ Trueñpage 4).  It was all 

good fun not only for us but the spectators 

and most importantly, the cats!  

 

     Our booth was located just across the 

aisle from the Persian booth.  Their booth 

was 3x the size of ours and they were glad 

to have the room, as spectators were 

crowded all over to see the Sphynx cats 

and the fashion show!  One of the people 

working the Persian booth said that sev-

eral times she could overhear people say-

ing, òHurry ð the Sphynx are about to start 

the fashion show!ó  Everyone had a great 

time with it! On the next page you can see 

the typical crowd that filed past our breed 

booth to see our cats each day.  The 

Sphynx was probably the number 1 cat 

with press coverage!  USA Today, The 

View, Associated Press, New York Times 

Daily, New York Daily News, Canadian 

Broadcast Group and many others took 

pictures of our cats and did interviews.  

Just for fun  
    Whoopi Goldberg thought Sexy Sadie 

was very sweet, and asked if I thought she 

would get along well with her Russian Blue 

cat, Oliver!  Later, she was seen on The 

View giving her rendition of this meeting  

Continued on page 4 
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Artwork by Sandy Adler 
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Please visit our website for more information  

about Sphynx and the people that love them. 

Sharron True 

TrueZue 

Therapy Cats 

with the 

Sphynx.  She 

said that when 

she asked the 

kitten why she 

was wearing 

clothes the 

lady answered 

and said, 

òBecause Iõm 

naked!ó   

Of course, that lady would be me!    

     Cat agility was another presentation at Meet the 

Breeds.  AKC Magazine interviewed Sharron True regarding 

this event as well as her work with Animal Assisted Pet 

Therapy.  The pet therapy interview was recently featured 

in the newspaper (and online at link) at USA Today. 

Joan Miller, CFAõs VP, was the Breed Showcase Presenter 

at the event, where a representative of each breed present 

was displayed.  She did her usual fantastic job!   

Setting Up and Keepinõ On Keepinõ On 

     The MTB event was both exciting and exhausting!  We 

had a total of six Sphynx cats (one was a kitten), and five 

people to man our booth.  The booth was crowded, as we 

had only a 10x10 foot area, and much of that room was 

taken up with tables to accommodate our cats, and various 

displays.  Rumor has it that, next year, the minimum booth 

space will be 15x15, but we wait to hear.  We should 

probably order twice that for our popular breed!  We also 

hope that we will be able to have more participation from 

our Breed Council members, and more cats to give their 

time (we all know how much they need their beauty rest).  

All our cats were literally on demand all weekend, with very 

little time for rest.  All the cats took it very well, I might add.  

They all have excellent dispositions, a must for an event of 

this magnitude.  
Setting up the booth took hours.  We were fortunate to 

have been able to get a judging stand (with sisal post) to 

illuminate our cats in their clothing.  That turned out to be 

a very good idea.  Setup only had one glitch ð the Sphynx 

breed had somehow fallen off the registry for attendance 

at the event and there was no record of the Sphynx partici-

pation at all, and no record of all the things we had or-

dered, such as cages, tables, and electricity.  Regardless of 

so much advertising (especially with regards to our breed), 

some little elf had deleted us out of the system!  Since all 

booths were set up alphabetically, we wouldõve been set 

up by the other òSó categories had we not been omitted. 

Amazed, but not having time to address our anxieties at 

this blunder, we went to the coordinator for setup, who 

then proceeded to set up our booth next to the  

Turkish Angora across the aisle from the Persians.   

All the set up engineers  

were so helpful and  

accommodating (an 

amazing part of the 

 New York Catitude we  

observed all weekend!),  

and they got our booth  

ready in about half an  

hour! Fortunately, we  

had arrived early. WHEW! 

CAT IDOL 
     In addition to every- 

thing, we were told that 

 there would be a contest 

 of the best breed of cats 

 presented at the event.   

This contest was deter- 

mined by spectatorõs  

votes for the cat they  

liked best by filling out a  

slip of paper which they  

would deposit in the  

entrance/exit of the ex- 

hibit hall.  All breeds were 

given numbers for each  

of their cats, and forms 

for spectators.  The top 

three winners were to 

appear on the Regis 

Show the Monday morn-

ing following the event.  
The Sphynx made the 

final and managed an 

8th place finish!  We 

were proud to have the 

Sphynx part of the Top 

10 at MTB and that we 

were able to present our 

breed on behalf of the 

CFA Sphynx Breed Coun-

cil!  Special thanks to 

Paul Patton, our Breed 

Council Secretary, 

Sandy Adler, and Terry 

and Sharron True for 

supporting the event 

and our participation on 

behalf of the Council!  

 

MEET THE BREED COUNCIL PARTICIPANTS: 

Sandy Adler, Judy Webb Gunby, Sharron True, Terry True. 

  

Sphynx crowds 

 

òSpecial 

thanks to 

Paul  

Patton, our 

Breed 

Council 

Secretary, 

Sandy 

Adler, and 

Terry and 

Sharron 

True for 

supporting 

the event 

and our 

participa-

tion on be-

half of the 

Council! ò 

 
- J.W. Gunby  

GO, GO, GO, SPHYNX! 

Sandy Adler, 

with  

Sexy Sadie 

Judy Webb-Gunby 
















