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Letter from the staff by Kay Marshall

For many of us, 2009 has been a challenging year. Some have lost loved ones, both human or pet, oth
ers have lost jobs or have felt the wind of financial change. Even so, we are a lucky few for we own som
of the most fascinating cats on earth! Our Sphynx have the ability to touch and heal us, amaze us wit
their inquisitiveness, and they count on us to provide them with unlimited devotion! ...and we oblige.

Most of our readers and our staff are either owners or breedersometimes both and through this fo-
rum we have passed on helpful tips and guidance for any newcomers to the wonderful world of
Sphynxdom. It is this sharing that will contribute to the longevity of the breed we love so much and we
must continue on this path. Now, as 2009 draws to a close, let us pause both in remembrance and with
gratitude at the love and laughter we have shared as a united Sphynx community.

The SBEN staff deeply thanks you for making our first year successful. We wish each of you a most en
joyable holiday season and invite you to continue to follow this publication, both through the newsletter
and online, in 2010. A very special note of thanks goes to SBEN Editor in Cieden GatlirAndrews
Ardends devotion to the breed brought this news

has attended family and church obligations during this end of year issue. Arden will be back at the helm

after the holidays to once again contribute her time in bringing to our readers one of the best Sphynx
newsletters published.
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"We hope that we wi
be able to have more
participation from our
Breed Council mem-
bers next year and
have more cats to
give their time... as
we all know how
much they need thei
beauty r

--J. Gunby
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Commentary by
Judy Gunby
New York City, N
October 1718,
2009

Sharron True and | flew into LaGuardia Thursday afternoon, and took a taxi for the half hour
drive to the LaQuinta, the show motel. By the time we got unpacked and got the cats settled in,
we were ready for a good meal, and bed. We wanted to be rested for the next morning, and all
the work we knew we had ahead of us to set up our Breed Booth area. On Friday morning,
Sandy Adl er picked us up from our motel , toc
rate the booth. We drove to Javits Convention Center in New York City, and walked from the
parking area to the exhibit hall

Javits is known as
the World. o6 Positio
huge expo center on four levels. It was an
excellent choice for this event, as it more
than adequately accommodated the many
breeds of dogs, and cats, and also the thou-8
sands of people that filed through the aisles
to see all the animals, and learn about the ..
various breeds. It was anticipated that each
booth would be introducing their breed to
thousands each day, as projections of
30,000 or more would come to this event. . T
There were 160 AKC registered dog breeds * g
and 41 CFA registered cat breeds invited. Javits Convention Center,

The event was both entertaining and educational for the spectators.

Background:
Paul Patton, the Sphynx Breed Council Secretary, could not attend, so he asked for volun-

teers. Both Sandy Adler and | were available and volunteered, and were then appointed as the
two key people in charge of representing the Sphynx Breed. Sandy has been breeding Sphynx
for many years, and lives in New York. Her familiarity with the Big Apple, knowledge of the his-
tory of the breed, and association with the press, was evidence that she was the very best
choice to help coordinate this event. Knowing we would need a third person, we invited Sharror
True, also a member of the Breed Council, to attend the event with us. We felt her work in res-
cue and Pet Therapy would prove an invaluable asset to our booth, and we were not disap-
pointed! Her participation was invaluable.

"

Continued on page 3
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We were instructed that all br
rated to depict the [individu
purpose or function, and attr.i
OAttendees will be able to int

booth while learning about each breed from responsible breed-
ers. o That was a tall order!
there would be thousands filing through the aisles wanting to
touch our cats. [cringe, pfsssst!]

I't was announced that there w
tions including: dog and cat |g
and moreé [and] unique dog an(d
artist contest, a Best of Bebolf

Partners IAMS D r . E ansd W 10 Is d dwere Bist & few of
the sponsors for this huge event.
Decisions, Decisions

Almost immediately, a yahoo group was set up in order
for all participants to learn more about what this event was all
about. Everyone had questiond from the size of the booth, to
the cost of everything they were going to be provided. There were
decisions like height, width, and length of each table in the
booths, and the color of carpets and draperies that were to be
used. Everyone had ¢heme they were using to present their
breed. Again, we were instructed that each breed was to decorate
their booth to depict each bre
pose or function, and attributes as a family pet. Of course, that
was quite a feat for the Sphynx Breed, as the hairless gene is a
naturally occurring mutation which (in North America) has been
found in Mexico, New Mexico, Minnesota, and Canada. Since this
genetic has only been worked with by breeders (as far as we
know) in the 20" Century, and only accepted by CFA into Champi-
onship status since 2002, its history encompasses a very recent
past. It was decided that we would use th8phinxBastet theme
because that was what most people would associate the Sphynx
cat with, and from that format, we would present the breed in vari-
ous clothing that depicted each region where the hairless muta-
tion was discovered. Our theme was approved by the coordinator
for MTB, and we were on our way.

History of the Breed and Fashion Show

Al t hough the recorded
America dates back to the early 1900s, some of the early at-
tempts by breeders to work with this mutation were unsuccessful.
As mentioned above, the hairless mutation has been found
throughout North America but, because of th8phynxname, so
many believe the breed originated in Egypt. Although the name is
misleading, the reasons for the name are not! David Mare can be
credited with naming this breed because, in his mind, the Sphynx
brought an image of Bastetike elegance. Regardless, the North
American Sphynx is as American [and Canadian] as apple pie! Sp

the best way to represent the origins of our breed became more of

a challenge. We decided that we should work to capture the inter
est and anticipation of the spectators at MTB. We could then both
intrigue them, and educate them. We decided to use an image of
the Egyptian Sphinx in a drawing which Sandy Adler, also an artist,
designed and handpainted for the back drop in the event area
(top right). Applied to the backdrop were flags and signs repre-
senting each region of North America where the hairless cats were
originally found, and worked with, by various breeders.

In addition to the booth area being a learning experience with pet
therapy, representative flags for regions, and various pictures of
our cats, we decided to represent each region by presenting a
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fashion showperiodically during the
day. Each outfit worn would represent
the part af theocountyy whete the hait- o

thig woelld give & readeel fo thenhistory-
eaf realityt of ayiribreedc The fashigni t

show turned out to be a HUGE success. S

Urifostynatelyi we wereyso inciedibly w|
busy that we didnod| =
the many outfits our cats wore as they Artwork by Sandy
weredrepgegentingggach region. ¢ o n ey
Hesecargisaing examples: r st a i

digtured@irightl is @ne @ ouf catiRE
wearing Mexiean attirei Sexy Sadié @
fit, below, was designed to depict what
you might wear in Minnesotd a State
where the hairless mutation was discov-
ered. Both of these cats actually had fun¢®
wearing their regional clothes and loved |
the attention of the audience. At bottom
is Hale Bop a 14-year old Sphynx owned
by Sandy Adler, wearing Egyptian attire.
Although the Sphynx is not Egyptian in
origin ourfashion showbegan with intro-
ducing Hale Bop dressed like this in keej
ing with the name. Following Hale Bop,
Rtedtrfe dres@ed Ankl buifits @epictiry th
other various regions. Afterwards, we
dressed our cats for fun in New York
oNightonthe Towd cl ot hi ng
Hollywood outfit complete with baseball
cap, sunglasses and Hawaiian shirt, a
Texas outfit, Louisiana dress, and South
ern Bel | e fApagedindtivasal
good fun not only for us but the spectato
and most importantly,the cats!

el [ g
Adler

Our booth was located just across the
aisle from the Persian booth. Their boot
was 3x the size of ours and they were gl
to have the room, as spectators were

and the fashion show! One of the peoplg
working the Persian booth said that sev-
eral times she could overhear people sa
i n ¢gdurry dthe Sphynx are about to stal
the fashion show 6 Everyon
time with it! On the next page you can sef -
the typical crowd that filed past our bree d '
booth to see our cats each dayThe
Sphynx was probably the number 1 cat
with press coverage! USA Today, The
View, Associated Press, New York Times
Daily, New York Daily News, Canadian
Broadcast Group and many others took
pictures of our cats and did interviews.
Just for fun

Whoopi Goldberg thought Sexy Sadie
was very sweet, and asked if | thought sh
would get along well with her Russian Blu
cat, Oliver! Later, she was seen ofhe
Viewgiving her rendition of this meeting

*--

Continued on page 4
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with the All the set up engineers
Sphynx. She Were so helpful and
said that when @ccommodating (an

amazing part of the
she asked the New York Catitude we

\‘j\ggr\‘lv";gznsé‘e observed all weekend!), ' ) OSpecial
and they got our booth ;
clothesthe ready in about half an L) thanks to
lady answered hour! Fortunately, we - Paul
and said, had arrived early. WHE (A1 :
Sphynxcrowds|Becaus e |0 / ‘ Patton, our
, CAT IDBL d
naked!6 | - , Bree
| ___In addition to every s . )
Of course, thatlady would be me! thing, we were told that s Council
Cat agility was another presentation avleet the there would be a contes » .
Breeds AKC Magazine interviewed Sharron True regardingf the best breed of cats B Secretary,
this event as well as her work with Animal Assisted Pet ~_Presented at the event. : Sandy
Therapy. The pet therapy interview was recently featured TNis contest was deter B Adler. and
in the newspaper (and online at link) at/SA Today mined by spectatords 1
Joan Miller, CFA®s VP, wasYolesfosthegaitheyq |showcase Present e (LA

at the event, where a representative of each breed presentiked best by filling out a

was displayed. She did her usual fantastic job! slip of paper which they Sharron
would deposit in the True for

Setting Up and Keepind On eff@anefiitaffhe e@n )
__The MTB event was both exciting and exhausting! We hibit hall. All breeds wer supporting
had a total of six Sphynx cats (one was a kitten), and five given numbers for each the event
people toman our booth. The booth was crowded, as we of their cats, and forms

had only a 10x10 foot area, and much of that room was  for spectators. The top and our
taken up with tables to accommodate our cats, and varioushree winners were to - =
displays. Rumor has it that, next year, the minimum boothappear on theRegis part|C|pa-
space will be 15x15, but we wait to hear. We should Showthe Monday morn- tion on be-
probably order twice that for our popular breed! We also ing following the event.

hope that we will be able to have more participation from The Sphynx made the half of the
our Breed Council members, and more cats to give their final and managed an Counci
time (we all know how much they need their beauty rest). 8t place finish! We

All our cats were literally on demand all weekend, with veryvere proud to have the
little time for rest. All the cats took it very well, | might addSphynx part of the Top -J.W. Gunby
They all have excellent dispositions, must for an event of 10 at MTB and that we B
this magnitude. were able to present ou
Setting up the booth took hours. We were fortunate to ~ breed on behalf of the
have been able to get a judging stand (with sisal post) to CFA Sphynx Breed Cou
illuminate our cats in their clothing. That turned out to be cil! Special thanks to

a very good idea. Setup only had one glitéhthe Sphynx  Paul Patton, our Breed
breed had somehowfallen off the registry for attendance ~ Council Secretary,

at the event and there was no record of the Sphynx particiSandy Adler, and Terry
pation at all, and no record of all the things we had or- and Sharron True for
dered, such as cages, tables, and electricity. Regardless stipporting the event

so much advertising (especially with regards to our breed)and our participation on
some little elf had deleted us out of the system! Since all behalf of the Council!
booths were set up alphabetically, we woul ddve been set

up by t B &ategdriés bad wenot been omitted.  \ e THE BREED COUNCIL PARTICIPANTS:

Amazed, but not having time to address our anxieties at
this blunder, we went to the coordinator for setup, who Sandy Adler, Judy Webb Gunby, Sharron True, Terry True

then proceeded to set up our booth next to the
Turkish Angora across the aisle from the Persians. GO, GO, GO, SPHYNX!
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Please visit our website for more information

about Sphynx and the people that love them.
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Judy WebkGunby
























